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Provision of Car Parking on Martlet Amenity Land

1. Contact(s)

Melva Bateman, Housing Portfolio Holder, Tel: (01243 606604)
E-mail: mbateman@chichester.gov.uk

Linda Grange, Housing Enabling Manager, Tel: (01243 534582)
E-mail: lgrange@chichester.gov.uk

Austin Wade, Housing Enabling Officer, Tel: (01243 534699)
E-mail: awade@chichester.gov.uk

2. Recommendation

2.1 That the Board approve the proposed protocol at Appendix 1 as a guide 
to reviewing the use of amenity land on Martlet Estates for the purpose 
of car parking. 

2.2 That the Board delegate to the Head of Community Services, following 
consultation with the Housing Portfolio Holder, authority to give the 
Council’s consent pursuant to the land transfer and Large Scale 
Voluntary Transfer agreement, not to enforce the provisions of the 
transfer in respect of no development on amenity land and consent to 
the use of that land for the purpose of car parking that is considered to  
satisfy the criteria in the Amenity Land Protocol at Appendix 1.

3. Main Report

3.1 The transfer document transferring title of the housing stock and associated 
land to Martlet Homes Limited identified certain land which had not been the 
subject of development and imposed covenants against further development 
where the land had some amenity value. Requests for the realisation of this 
covenant have thus far been the subject of reports to the Executive Board. 
Martlet Homes have identified further parcels of this land to be used to 
improve the car parking facilities in some estates and these requests have 
been considered individually by officers in Community Services. The laying 
out of the land for car parking and the use of the land for that purpose would 



be contrary to the covenant, however Members may be aware that facilities 
for car parking on Martlet Estates has become an increasing concern.

3.2 It is proposed that rather than lift or remove the covenant entirely the Council 
indicate it gives consent to the approved scheme by confirming that no action 
would be taken in respect of the covenant if the scheme submitted is 
implemented.  In that way control over any future or alternative development 
is maintained.

3.3 A number of other sites are being identified by Martlet and are coming forward 
for consideration by the Council.  It would appear sensible to adopt a general 
policy approach towards such sites, together with a scheme of delegation, to 
facilitate an early response to such requests.

3.4 The Amenity Land Review Protocol at Appendix 1 sets out the conditions that 
must be met before a site will be considered for use as parking. This will need 
to include a parking assessment to ensure that the such parking spaces are 
required. It may also be necessary to assess whether there is adequate 
provision of open space and play areas within the vicinity, and to consider the 
visual consequences of using the amenity land for parkings.

4. Background Papers

4.1 Transfer document – 13th March 2001 Chichester District Council (1) 
Chichester District Community Housing (2).

.

5. Appendices

Amenity Land Review Protocol



APPENDIX 1

Review of Martlet Homes Amenity Land for use as Parking

December 2006

Amenity Land Review Protocol

1. Background

Government guidance contained in PPG3: Housing (March 2000) places 
emphasis on making better use of under- used sites. Martlet Homes’ recent 
Stock Condition Survey identified considerable potential for development of 
additional social housing on their garage sites. It was estimated that these 
areas could accommodate up to 200 much needed social housing units 
across the district, helping to replace some of those units lost under the Right 
to Buy.

Martlet Homes recognise that there is much concern about the highway 
implications of parked cars displaced by such redevelopment and the 
relationship between new and existing properties. This protocol sets out the 
circumstances under which amenity land may be more appropriately used for 
parking and the criteria to be used in evaluating individual proposals.

3. Existing Use

Amenity land provides open space and play areas for local residents, however 
due to a shortage of car parking it is often eroded, particularly on the verges 
by casual car parking resulting in the grassed areas becoming rutted and 
unattractive. It is clear that many garage courts are inconvenient, due to 
limited access points, and are frequently under used as residents prefer to 
park outside their homes on verges, open space or the highway as these are 
more convenient and visible.

4. Objectives to be considered in giving consent to use Amenity land 
for parking

(i) Easing parking congestion

(ii) Meeting local needs
The most obvious local need is the provision of new affordable 
accommodation, but the associated environmental improvements can 
also benefit existing residents, if the public areas are made safer and 



more attractive. Redevelopment can be an opportunity to re-examine  
the local parking situation. 

(iii) Creating a safer environment
Garage courts can attract anti-social behaviour. They can be a target 
for car crime, garage break-ins and vandalism. The gardens abutting 
secluded garage courts are often insecure and provide opportunities 
for burglars. Poor lighting also adds to the fear of crime. Any new 
parking should result in a safe, attractive and self-policing environment.

  
5. Protocol Guidelines

5.5 Parking Requirements 

A parking survey is to be undertaken by Martlet Homes to examine the 
parking in the local area, including parking courts, distributor roads, grass 
verges and open space. It is to be examined regularly between early morning 
and late evening on weekdays and at weekends over a period of two weeks to 
establish how many parking spaces and garages are in use. In this manner, 
underused sites suitable for redevelopment can be identified, and 
opportunities to redistribute parking provision can be examined. It can also be 
used to identify management issues such as abandoned cars and parking on 
open space and grass verges. 

The parking survey must have highlighted whether ther is a need for 
additional parking and considered all available options for relocation. It would 
then need to demonstrate that use of a small amount of amenity land is the 
best option. 

5.6 Open Space requirement

Cultural Services are to be consulted to ensure that there is adequate 
provision of open space and play areas within the vicinity.

5.7 Consultation with Parish Council, Local District Councillors and Local 
Residents 

Martlet Homes should invite comments from both Parish Councils and Local 
District Councillors and keep them fully updated in respect of proposals which 
affect their area.

Local Residents are to be consulted by Martlet Homes in order to involve 
those who live next to the site and those who park there. A consultation 
statement must be provided to the Head of Community Services, who must be 
satisfied that there are no significant objections. 

5.9 WSCC- Highways

Martlet must obtain the approval of the highway authority where appropriate. 



6. Progression of Schemes

All requests will be assessed against the above criteria, those schemes which 
meet all requirements will be submitted for approval by the Head of 
Community Services.

Head of Community Services

Dated December 2006 


